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[Abstract:] Relative to advisability of Aluminum for cent-coinage &c. 

Metallurgical Laboratory, 

Lehigh University. 

Bethlehem, Pa., 

November 13, 1893 

Supt. Bosbyshell 
U.S.Mint, 

Philadelphia: - 

Dear Sir: - 

The subject of the availability of Aluminum for small coins is again attracting attention, 
especially since Aluminum is now almost as cheap, bulk for bulk, as copper, and the annual 
production in the world amounts to over 1000 tons. What do you think of the practicability of 
substituting the light, harmless aluminum for heavy, poisonous copper, in our common cents, 
keeping them of exactly the same size? If I send you some strips of sheet, of proper gauge, would 
you stamp me up a few cents in order to exhibit at a meeting of the American Numismatic 
Society, in New York, next month, when the subject may come up for discussion? 

As far as I can see, the change would be advantageous in every respect. If you have time 
to think over it, I would like very much to know your opinion. 

Very Sincerely Yours, 

Jos. W. Richards 



